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Women's voices are not being heard
in the Australian media

Would it surprise you to discover that despite increasing numbers of women in
journalism, a new study of Australian print and online news media
found women authored only 35 per cent of stories and only 31 per cent of
opinion pieces? 

In the Women's Leadership Institute Australia 2021 Women for Media Report, Dr
Jenna Price and our own Dr Blair Williams explore female voices in Australian
news - who writes stories, what they write about and who gets quoted. The
results are stark and disappointing. Read more below, including what can be
done to f ix it.

On a more uplifting topic, don't miss out on the launch this week of the
Reading the Room Podcast. Among others, the podcast features GIWL Chair
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Julia Gillard and ANU Vice-Chancellor Brian Schmidt reading the iconic feminist
text A Room of One's Own by Virginia Woolf . The podcast is being launched by
Quentin Bryce with Professor Rosie Campbell, Director of GIWL at King's College
London on the panel. It will be one not to miss! 

We are excited to introduce our newest team member and Research Fellow, Dr
Elise Stephenson. Elise has extensive experience across diplomacy, national
security, government, entrepreneurship, and diversity and inclusion. You can
read more about Elise's research below.

Also this month, we congratulate GIWL Visiting Fellow and women's safety and
equality advocate, Brittany Higgins, on receiving the Edna Ryan Grand Stirrer
Award. You can listen to her powerful acceptance speech here. The award
recognizes her bravery, courage and incredible contribution to advancing the
voice of all Australian women. Brittany also features on the cover of the the
latest Marie Claire Magazine with Australian of the Year Grace Tame - the two
sharing the honour of being named the 2021 Women of the Year.

Finally, our team is currently putting together a submission to the Review of the
Workplace Gender Equality Act 2012.  The Review is accepting submissions on
future changes to the Act until 24 November. If  you haven't already, we
strongly encourage you to make a submission to have your voice heard on how
we can drive improvement in workplace gender equality in Australia. 

Natalie Barr
Chief Operations Off icer

Visit us
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2021 Women for Media Report

The 2021 Women For Media Report is a
snapshot of Australia's media
landscape, taken from analysing
articles published every day of May
2021. 

Together with Jenna Price, GIWL Research Fellow Blair Williams analysed over
60,000 print and online news articles and found that men’s voices continue to
dominate the media landscape in terms of writing articles and opinion pieces,
as well as being quoted in articles - especially on issues such as COVID-19 and
the Federal Budget. 

The report shows that gender also shapes what journalists write about - with
women more likely to write about health, arts and entertainment, while men
are more likely to write about politics and sport.

Experts interviewed for the report say journalists must be proactive in seeking
out and promoting diverse voices in their stories. 
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Podcast Launch 24 November

Reading the Room

On 24 November, join us for the
launch of Reading the Room: The
Podcast. The podcast features
members of the ANU community,
including GIWL Chair Julia Gillard and
ANU Vice-Chancellor Brian
Schmidt, reading A Room of One’s
Own by Virginia Woolf . ‘Reading the
Room’ will be launched by former
Governor-General of Australia, Dame
Quentin Bryce.

Short on time? Blair's latest articles in The Canberra Times and The
Conversation outline the key f indings of the report - and what can be done to
fix it.

Introducing our newest Research Fellow!
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A Podcast of One's Own

In this fantastic interview, Julia Gillard
and Helen Clark discuss the
damaging effects of gender
stereotypes on female politicians and
why having women in off ice is so
important to inspire the next
generation of female leaders.

Listen here

Supporting men to share care

Unequal divisions of parental care
and f lexible working are signif icant
drivers of the gender pay gap. What
can we do to f ix them and better
support men to share the care? Join
our colleagues at GIWL at King's
College London at this great event.

Register here

GIWL welcomes Dr Elise
Stephenson

Dr Stephenson is a multi award-
winning gender researcher with an
entrepreneurial background, deeply
committed to partnership with
national and international
policymakers. She is a collaborative
leader dedicated to excellence and
innovation, recognized by Google as

one of Australia's Top 50 Outstanding LGBTIQ+ Leaders,  and myriad other
external and academic awards.

Elise's research focuses on gender, sexuality and leadership in frontier
international relations, from researching space policy, to diplomacy, national
security, intelligence, security vetting, international representation, and the Asia
Pacif ic. She is interested in how Australia engages with the world - as well as
whom is at the forefront of that engagement.

Catch up with the latest f rom our sister institute at King's College
London

Global Institute f or Women's Leadership
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